ſer. 


ROPDS4 4: 8-44 


Humbly offered to the Confederation of the KING and PARLIAMENT, 
Ef for mcreaſins Hes Mayeſites Revenue, with a great Eaſe an1 Benefit ts the S ubjecdt. 


H AT whereas by an Injunftion , Ammo 25 Hen. 8. it was, for divers weighty Reaſons, nidered and appointed, That the Church- 
wardens uf every Pariſh throughout England, Wates and Ireland, ſhould keep a Bnok for che entrivg the exact and truc Time 
of all Chriitnings, Marriages and Burials , that ſhould yearlv happen in the refpettive Par ſh:s of cvery County, and be there 
kept in cvery Church from age to Age, for the reſolving ſuch Doubts, and redr: Ning ſuch Inconven encies as often ariſe upon 


the Uncertainty of the Time when ſuch Chriſtnings, Marriages, &c. were fulemnized ; That notwithita:ding the good Deſign 


and Intent of the faid I1untion, ſundry Incoaveniences have happencd, ard do daily ariſe through the notorious Neglect of the due Obſer- 


vance of an Order of fuch vaſt Conſequence ; (wiz.) I. The embezling the Regilters, or Books of Recyrds, by Churciz Wardens and Fariſh- 
Clerks, whoſe Livelihood (in ſome places) depending only on the Income of a ſmall Tippling-Houte, or alt-houſe, expoteth them to 
thoſe Miſckiets as ſeveral Famikes have cauſe to lament. If. The Lo of them by Fire, or the Death of the Ferf:n to whoſe Cultaily they 
were committed. 111. The great Expence and Difhculty in ſearching at:er the exat [ime of the Celebration of ſach Marriages , 

nings, &c. And, Laitly, The great Detriment and Lofs does frequently accrue {from the Uncertainies of tuch Regitters, ſo urdu'y kept} in 
matters of Law, and otherwile ; whereby the End of fo uſeful an Inunttion is wholly perverted, 

It is therefore humbly ottcred, That for reforming and redrefſing fuch Abuſes and IrconvenicnGes, as aforeſaid, an Af of Parliament 
(nor) bc mac for a Genera! Reg:er-Office, to be conſtituted and appointed in or about Lond:n, and one particular ſubordinate Office 
in every reſpective County throughout 6 ow and J/a!cs, for the cue ennng ard regiltrirg on Reccerd tlie certam bays and Times ſuch 
Chriſtnings , NMarfiages ard Burials, as ſhall yearly happen m every refpective Pariſh; and that the ſeveral Church-V\ ardei 8 and Paſiſh-Clerks 
be oblized to make a Return of ſuch Chriſtmngs, ec. to the ſaid General Reg:/ter. Offce, or.Co in every year, whereto all perions may have rc- 
courſe, in Caſes doubtful, of otherwile. 


# 


The CONVENIENCIES that naturally ariſe to the Subjeft from this Offce, ave wer) creat end conſiderable, (vit.) 


]. The many Abuſes of thoſe that have Two Wives, or more, will be the eafilier diſcovered, ard the ſooner remedied. 

It. The true committing of Admimiſtrations to the rext of Kin, will be more perfettly underitood, and juttly diipoled of. 

1/1. The Non-age of all Infants will be known, that fe]! their Lands, and ener into Bonds, &c. Afſurances of Debt, dutiag their Minority, 

IV. All Frauds and Veriuries (many whereof are at tais day in queition, not wi.hitanding the late Att made to prevent themj will be hore- 
by avoided. 

V. The Places certain will be known, where the Poor were horn, and what Pariſh ought to relieve them, 

VI. A manifeſt Provt will be hereby made of the Natural born Subjects of this Realm of Ezzazd and FFales, and of Aliens and Strangers ; 
whereby that common Fraud at this day, and formerly prathiſed, w:il be preverited, when they endeavoured to ſhift off the Pay ment of Du- 
nes upon Imported Goods, as Denizons ; as alſo the Double Subſidy, when Supplies to the Crown were in that manner granted : as likewiſe 
for laying claim to other Rights and Inheritances contrary to the meantig of the Law. | 7 | 

Vil. a more undoubted Proof may be made of the age of a Farty that biingzth a Writ of Errer to reverſe a Fine or Recognizance, or 
Vouchee of a Recovery, which 1s uſually done by Inipeftion ; wiz. by the Judge's ſeeing the Party, and giving his determinate Judgment of 
his Age; a praftice altogether uncertain, as well as deceiitul; becaule, although the God-fathiers or Parents do attcit the Age of the Party 
at the Time of the Fine or Recognizance acknowledged, as atorelats, yet fuci their Allegations ſhall be of no credit, Lut 11 ſhall be left to 
the Judgment of ttc Judge, which may prove as fallible as the Parties Age 1s doubtful, Whereas an cxalt Regilter would be of greater 
Authority than ſuch a queitionable Inſpection of a Judge, | 


The INCREASE of Hu Mezlefie: Revenue, from:has Office, wi?! tt I7eater, 


I. If it be enaſted, That at the time of Regiſtring of the Chrilining of every Child, the Parent or Parents of the faid Child ſhall be obli- 
ged to pay one penay 12 the pound of the Real, as al'o vac penny 18 the pour.d of the Perforal Eltate, tat the faid Parent ſhatl be ſeized and 
pofſeſt of at the Time of the Eirth of the ſaid Infant. Frovided, the tad Parcnt ſha!l be worth 1: /. perional Eitate, or 5 !. per Annum ical 
Eſtate : Otherwiſe the common and accult-med Rates to be paid, = | 

I. That every Man «: the Time of his Marriage ſhall pay one penny pey pound that be ſhall have and reccive of his Wives Dowry or For- 
tion, both of her real and pcerional Eitate, according t» the aforefatd Limuations concerning Coriitnings. 

HI. "Fat every Exccutor or Adminiſtrator of any perſon that Ces, (tall, after Funcral Cnarges a:.d Debs ſatished, pay one penny in the 
pound our. of every pul dC ot the yearly Value of the Real, and fo proportiionably of the perional Eitzte of the [eceaicd, at the Lime ot hs 


Burial, if his rcal Eſtate amoants to 5 !, pr amwm, ard his pcrioaal to 12, as aforefaid : Orherwile the utua! Dutics to be p2id 
: jo? as 


\Which {aid payments made as above, will, by a modeſt computarion, amount, towards tie Augmentation of their Maieſties Revenue, 
tw 1ccc-s for annum, Cr therea0 4's. 


Eu: it may he CP NISE , That this Regiſter will prove of very tl conſequence to the Sub;ctt, m that ir difeovers, and lavs Gpen the Valuc of 
evcry pcerion's t tate, and thereay expoics the Reputation ut Nien of Dealing aid Jrade. 


It will make no new 1:.covery naw, becauſe all Eſtates, botiz real and perſonal, are, or ought to have been difcorcred ty fermer Adts of Par- 
yu p4 z 5 z Cy - ” 
liament ; 2:4 the late As for Po.!- Monty, and the Lard-1 ax, puts it out of diſputc. | 


T hat this Cfhce of Regiſtry will prejudice the preſent Regiſters of the ſaid Chriſtnings, Marriages, ec. ard all others depending on the ſaid 
Regiltry, and wiodenve Ur Proms from it ; and ſecms to intrench on the Juri{dietion of the Prere LaUVE COLTS, and thuic of the tiſhope. 
That it will in no wiſe 1ntrench on the muſt Juriſdictions of the faid Courts, nor injure the Biſhops common Regiſter, nor ary perſon therein 
concerned ; becauſe the Time of the Birth, Marrrge, ard Death, and who is Heir, is only triablc by the Common Law, ard not by Certih- 
cate of theOrdinary. Beſtacs, the Ordinaries, Pariſh-Clerks, &c. ſhall bc allowed their uiua} ard accuit med Fees, notwithitanding this Regi- 


Chriſt- 


